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By TINAFORDE
ValleyPreS$BusinessEditor

ACTON -- Emmy-nomiDated
actress and perfonllHnce coaCh
Toni Attell will offer acting classes
on Sundays beginning Jan. 7 at the
old Act!m Elementary Schoo] for
chi]dren, teenagers and others in
the family who want to join in.

"This is lIotjust an acting class,"
Atton said. "Parents have a great
time, too. I t'Jlcouragc them to par-
ticipate." ,

A woman who !amws her stu-
dents, Attell said teenagers might
not want mom and dad to hang ,

around, and that's OK, too.
One of her star students, Ad-

elaide'Crockett ofActon, will assisl
Attell in the classes, &;guingpeople
in, setting up the t'amera aoc1
monitoring the music. Crol~kett, ll,
appears aaa principa] in a Honda
commercial that is scheduled to
be 5110\\1\nationally. In tile com-
mercial, filmed in Colabasas, she is
helping family members load items
in a 2007 model Honda truck.

"Thenweget in the carandclos~

TONIATTI!LL

the doors j\L~tright: she said.
A sixth-grader who is home.

schooled ulider the supervision of
Greg Tepe through High Dmlert
School, Crockett said she learned
in Attoll's clasSi!S"not to be shy."

"If you mess up .it doesn't mat-
ter," Crockett said. "Just tbink it
over and try again: I 'didn't like
to do things in front of people (be-
fore)."

Crockett said she would like to
".

not necessarily aimed at gettin~,
the children to work in the enter-
tairunent industry.

"The class is riot abo11tthai at

all; AttoD said. She will help a
child get into the business "only if
they want to go forward."

As youngsters learn cold read-
ing, camero nnd interactive skills
in her classes, she said she sees
them overcome shyness, gain
speaking skill-; and grow more 0011-
firlent with their peers.

One of her students, she said,
WII8Jerry Mosamg, who came t~ her

ADElAIDECROCKm at age 13, weighing 320 pounds.
, "The kids kept harassing him

stay in the business. and sc.aIing rum," Attell sRid. Un-
"I like acting a 'whole bunch," der her tutelagc, a slimmer, more

she said. "It's really, fenlly fun," confident Messing became a steady
.Crockett Jiveii with her'grand- gueBt on The Thrught Show with

parents, Bobby and Jim Crockett . ,lay Leuo and was Calitus Pugsley
QfActon.BobbyCrockettdrive;:her in the "Addam.~Family Reunion"
granddaughter to auditions. Jim mOYle.
Crockettis a screenwriterand is a One of her Orange County SN-
copyeditor at the AntelopeValley dents, Nicole Weekley,anived at.
Press. elas.""andaUshecouldrlowasstut.

Her dasses, Attell said, "are not tor. Nowshe doescommercialsand
perfonnance-onentod," --- that is, stand-up comedy."

Attell, a resident of Van Nuys,
said she WIISinspired to work
with young-.&oorsafter reading a
newspaper article about the ,jiarie~
written by the two bo}'8who shot
up Columbine High Schoolin Colo-
rado.

"They had probll'maat school,"
Attell said.' One boy wrote, 'They
laugh at me.' Another .wrote, 'Ym so
lonely.' It was absurd' and so sad."

They boys could have been
saved, she said, if they had found
II way to he comfortable on their
own path. With the tools of comedy
and performance art, she said, MThe

weirdest guy can be. the happie.st
guy." .

ALtell's Acton classes will 1'0-
cus on acUng for beginners. with
c1allScsat 12:30 p.m. for children,
folJowcd by the classforteenagcrs
and tothel'8.The school is aL ::J~248
Crown Valley Road.

For details and reserva tiOIlS,
call Attell at (818) 787.8685 or go
to www.attell.com. .
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